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Synar Achieves Dramatic Results

KY’s rate
of retailer

violations
was 6.3%
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12/3—12/5/07 KY Nar-
cofic Officer’s Confer-

ence—Hyatt Regency,
Louisville

1/25—1/26/08 CAP-
TASA—Embassy Suites,
Lexington
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The Substance Abuse and
Mental Health Services
Administration (SAMHSA)
announced that the sales of
tobacco to underage youth
have reached all time lows
under the Synar Amend-
ment program. The Synar
program, named for late
Representative Mike Synar
of Oklahoma, uses a com-
bination of vigorous en-
forcement, supportive pub-
lic policies and develop-
ment of social climates dis-
couraging youth tobacco
use.

This state and federal part-
nership program is aimed
at ending illegal sales of
tobacco products to mi-
nors.  Under the Synar
regulations, states must

report annually to SAM-
HSA their rates of retailer
violations—that is the per-
centage of inspected retail
outlets that sold tobacco
products to a person under
the age of 18. For the first
time, all states and territo-
ries have achieved their
benchmarks.  Kentucky’s
goal was to have less than
20% retailer violation rate.
The 2006 report indicates
that Kentucky’s rate was
6.3%.

Kentucky’s Synar program
is operated by the Division
of Mental Health and Sub-
stance Abuse. The FFY
2206 Annunal Synar Re-
ports:State Compliance can be
viewed at  http://
ncadistore.samhsa.gov.

Facts about Youth Tobacco Use

“State tobacco con-
trol efforts are
working.”

The national aver-
age of retailer viola-

tions is at its lowest

point ever.

e

¢ Addiction can occur
after smoking as few
as 100 cigarettes

¢ According to SAM-
HSA, tobacco addic-
tion is stronger when
used by a minor

¢ Tobacco use causes
more deaths than the
combined total of
deaths from AIDS,
motor vehicle acci-
dents, suicide, mut-
der and drug and al-
cohol abuse.

¢ Smokeless tobacco
contains 28 ingredi-
ents that can cause

cancer

¢ It is illegal for any-
one under age 18 to
purchase  tobacco

products




